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Second Master at the Calcutta Military Orphanage School,
was appointed Resident at Ava, and arrived there in April
1830. After some initial difficulty, Burney achieved greater
success personally with the Burmese than any previous British
envoy. He had a charming personality, which the king himself
found so attractive that he conferred the rank of Wundauk
upon him, and often summoned him to the palace for heart-to-
heart talks. At his best Bagyidaw was a generous-minded man,
and before his mental disorder incapacitated him, his relations
with the Resident were so good that many difficulties were
adjusted to the satisfaction of both sides.
Burney's greatest success was in the matter of the Manipur
boundary dispute. Both Manipur and Burma claimed the
Kabaw Valley between the Manipur mountains and the river
Chindwin. The Government of India supported the Manipur
claim, but Burney from a study of Burmese records came to the
conclusion that the Burmese claim was well founded, and in
1833 he managed to persuade the Supreme Government to
agree to the retrocession of the valley, though it had been
occupied by the Manipuris since the end of the war.
One of the most important questions at issue during the
early years of the Residency was the future of the Tenasserim
provinces. They proved a financial liability to the East India
Company, and Burney was instructed to sound the Court of
Ava regarding the question of their retrocession—at a price.
The Burmese, however, were in no mood to offer reasonable
terms: they mistakenly supposed that the British were so
anxious to get rid of the provinces that in the end they would
recover them on their own terms. Burney tried to disabuse
them by suggesting that the Siamese might be willing to strike
a bargain with the Company for them; but although shaken,
the ministers remained intractable, and the negotiations were
dropped. He also failed to persuade them to appoint a resident
ambassador at Calcutta. Such a thing had never happened in
Burmese history. One also suspects that it was beneath the
dignity of Ava to send a resident ambassador to a mere viceroy.
From before the end of 1831 Bagyidaw had become subject
to recurrent periods of insanity. During these the Chief Queen
and her brother, the Minthagyi, both of low origin, controlled

